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by the Prime Minister's consent to a Select Committee on
the war; Prince Albert felt the same, comparing Mr.
Roebuck's Committee to the revolutionary Convention of
1793 ; and the Queen hoped loudly that she should not be
given over to " those who are the least fit to govern." But
Palmerston, having attained the pinnacle of office, was dis-
inclined to try conclusions with the House of Commons
unnecessarily just to please the Peelites. The Cabinet was
hopelessly divided; and an anxious note summoned
Gladstone to the Palace before the final meeting. He had a
conversation with the Prince, in which the Chancellor was
pressed with flattering insistence to stay in office. But the
royal prayers were unavailing, and the Peelites resigned.
Gladstone's audience on leaving office was prolonged and
friendly. He had already assured Prince Albert that his
first consideration was the position of the Crown ; and he
repeated this admirable sentiment to the Queen. They
shook their heads together over a disturbing prospect of
weak Governments (a polite expression, it may be con-
jectured, for Lord Palmerston}. " She observed that the
prospect is not agreeable. I said, True, madam, but it is a
great consolation that all these troubles are upon the surface,
and that the throne has for a long time been gaining and not
losing stability from year to year. I could see but one
danger to the throne, and that was from encroachments by
the House of Commons." And upon this blameless senti-
ment they parted.

The parting was prolonged, since Palmerston surprised
them all by being anything but weak. That wary, active,
shrewd, industrious old man, whom optimistic rivals had
regarded as a harmless dotard, flourished amazingly upon
the bitter herbs of office in war-time. His courage brought
the nation through the black winter of 1855 ; and when the
war was over, it was found that he had been promoted in his
countrymen's regard from a war-time expedient to the un-
questioned status of a national institution. Even the
Palace, where his advent had been observed with uncon-